Chapter 3 – Section 3 

Middle Colonies


Narrator:  IN 1609 EXPLORER HENRY HUDSON, SAILING FOR THE DUTCH EAST INDIA COMPANY, FOUND A WIDE RIVER, KNOWN TODAY AS THE HUDSON RIVER. ITS READY ACCESS TO THE OCEAN AND NEARNESS TO BEAVER AND TIMBER-RICH FORESTS MADE IT AN IDEAL LOCATION FOR SETTLEMENT. SOON THE DUTCH CLAIMED THE REGION AND CALLED IT NEW NETHERLAND.

A YEAR LATER, THE DUTCH LOCATED THEIR MAJOR SETTLEMENT, NEW AMSTERDAM, ON MANHATTAN ISLAND.

TO LEGALLY SAFEGUARD THEIR HOLDINGS ON MANHATTAN, PETER MINUIT, THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE COLONY, PURCHASED THE ISLAND FROM THE LOCAL PEOPLE FOR A REPUTED TWENTY-FOUR DOLLARS WORTH OF TRINKETS. THE NATIVE AMERICANS HAD NO LEGAL CONCEPT OF LAND OWNERSHIP AND THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THEY TRADED AWAY REMAINS UNKNOWN.

IN 1624 THE COLONY HAD A POPULATION OF ABOUT 270 PEOPLE. THEY CAME NOT ONLY FROM THE NETHERLANDS BUT ALSO FROM GERMANY, SWEDEN AND FINLAND. MANY OF THEM SETTLED IN NEW AMSTERDAM, THE TOWN OUTSIDE THE FORT.

JEWISH SETTLERS, SOME FLEEING PORTUGUESE PERSECUTION IN BRAZIL, ARRIVED IN THE EARLY 1650’S. THEY FOUNDED ONE OF THE FIRST SYNAGOGUES IN NORTH AMERICA.

IN 1647, PETER STUYVESANT, THE LAST AND MOST DYNAMIC OF ALL THE DUTCH DIRECTOR GENERALS, ARRIVED AND INSTITUTED SEVERAL CHANGES. HE REFORMED THE GOVERNMENT, ENFORCED RIGID LAWS, AND BOOSTED REVENUES THROUGH HIGHER TAXES ON IMPORTS.

MEANWHILE, THE ENGLISH COVETED NEW NETHERLAND FOR ITS PRIME LOCATION BETWEEN ENGLAND’S OWN COLONIES. IN 1664, A BRITISH FLEET SAILED INTO NEW AMSTERDAM. STUYVESANT, TAKEN BY SURPRISE, CEDED NEW NETHERLAND TO THE BRITISH WITHOUT FIRING A SHOT.

WITH THE HANDOVER, THE BRITISH RENAMED NEW AMSTERDAM IN HONOR OF THE DUKE OF YOUR WHO HAD BEEN GRANTED THE LAND BY THE KING. AND SO THE LATEST ADDITION TO ENGLAND’S EMPIRE WAS CALLED NEW YORK.
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