Chapter 5 – Section 1
Taxation without Representation


NARRATOR:  THE STAMP ACT OF 1765 WAS A TURNING POINT IN THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN BRITAIN AND HER INCREASINGLY DEFIANT COLONIES IN AMERICA.   

VICTORY OVER FRANCE IN THE NINE YEAR FRENCH & INDIAN WAR LEFT ENGLAND WITH A LARGE DEBT.  PRIME MINISTER GEORGE GRENVILLE WAS ADAMANT THAT THE COLONIES CONTRIBUTE TO THE COST OF THEIR OWN DEFENSE. 

IN ATTEMPT TO PULL MORE REVENUE FROM AMERICA, PARLIAMENT IN MARCH 1765 PASSED THE STAMP ACT.  THE LAW REQUIRED THAT COLONISTS PAY TAX ON ALL PRINTED DOCUMENTS.  EVERY LEGAL DOCUMENT, NEWSPAPER, EVEN PLAYING CARDS HAD TO CARRY A STAMP, WHICH WAS PURCHASED FROM A GOVERNMENT AGENT. 

BEYOND THE COST OF THE NEW MEASURE WAS THE PRINCIPLE AT STAKE: ENGLAND HAD SEIZED THE POWER TO LEVY TAXES FROM THE COLONIAL LEGISLATORS.   WITH NO VOICE IN PARLIAMENT TO OBJECT ON THEIR BEHALF, THE COLONISTS WERE NOW SUBJECT TO TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION. 

A SENSE OF OUTRAGE SWEPT THE EASTERN SEABOARD.  IN VIRGINIA’S HOUSE OF BURGESS, PATRICK HENRY DELIVERED A PASSIONATE SPEECH DENOUNCING PARLIAMENT AND KING GEORGE THE THIRD. 

IN BOSTON, ANGRY MOBS OPPOSING THE STAMP ACT GATHERED BY A LARGE ELM THAT BECAME KNOWN AS “THE LIBERTY TREE.”  AFTER A LOCAL STAMP AGENT WAS HANGED IN EFFIGY FROM ITS BRANCHES, HE QUICKLY RESIGNED.

CHAPTERS OF A RESISTANCE GROUP CALLED THE SONS OF LIBERTY” BEGAN SIMILARLY INTIMIDATING STAMP AGENTS THROUGHOUT THE NORTHERN COLONIES AND DESTROYING SHIPMENTS OF THE NEW STAMPS.

EVEN THE PULPITS OF CHURCHES BECAME SOAPBOXES, AS MINISTERS PREACHED AGAINST THE INJUSTICE OF THE NEW TAX. 

IN OCTOBER 1765, NINE OF THE COLONIES SENT DELEGATES TO NEW YORK TO CONVENE THE STAMP ACT CONGRESS.  THE GROUP ADOPTED A “DECLARATION OF RIGHTS AND GRIEVANCES” ASSERTING 14 ISSUES OF PROTEST.   CENTRAL TO THE DECLARATION WAS THE CLAIM THAT ONLY COLONIAL ASSEMBLIES HAD THE RIGHT TO IMPOSE TAXES ON THE COLONIES.

WHEN PARLIAMENT RESPONDED BY REPEALING THE STAMP ACT, SOME COLONISTS TRUMPETED THE VICTORY AS PROOF THAT THEY COULD OVERRULE BRITISH DECREES BY FORCE OF WILL ALONE.   IN FACT, THE STAMP ACT WAS A MAJOR ACT OF REBELLION THAT SET THE STAGE FOR THE COMING REVOLUTION. 
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