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Chapter 6 – Section 3

The War Moves West and South


MALE SPEAKER #1: The capture of Charleston was arguably the greatest British triumph of the war so far and seemed likely it would ensure control of the south but the loyalist weren’t winning the hearts and minds campaign. Eliza Wilkinson from a wealthy South Carolina family increasingly sympathized with the rebels.

ELIZA WILKENSON:  Much as I had admired the former luster of the British character my soul shrank from the thought of having any communication with the people who had left their homes with the direct intention to imbrue their hands in the blood of my beloved countrymen or to deploy them of their birth right, liberty and property.

MALE SPEAKER #1:  Deciding which side to take and what is afterwards civil was never easy and I often think that we tend as historians to lend formal form to it that was really the case I think people made decisions on the basis of family loyalty, loyal to their friends shear luck often if you in an area occupied by the British then being a loyalist made sense and I know very few people who are absolutely politically committed one way or the other an awful lot who are going to join the winning side.  

MALE SPEAKER #2: As the British army moved northwards in Charleston its commanders began to pick up substantial loyalist support mainly from the poor whites the up countrymen but the British were already beginning to have two serious problems. Before he handed over command here in the south Lord Cornwallis Clinton insisted that paroled American prisoners must be prepared to fight on his side and the behavior of some British and Loyalist troops was beginning to alienate local opinion. Eliza Wilkinson’s first encounter was a real shock.

ELIZA WILKENSON:  They were up to the house and entered with drawn swords and pistols in their hands indeed they rushed in the most furious manner crying out the moment they spotted us off went our caps, and for what thank you, a poultry stone and wax pin in which to keep our caps on our heads. At the same time owning the most abusive language imaginable and making as if they’d known us. It was terrible to the last degree and what augmented it they had several armed Negros with them who threatened and abused us greatly as they then began to plunder the house of everything they found valuable or worth taking.

MALE SPEAKER #1: Rebel men were even worse treated at the wax halls. Ernest Haltom, with a column of 350 retreating Virginians, despite an attempt to surrender, a hundred of them were killed. Some called it a massacre others saw it as the inevitable result of hot blood and cold steal whatever the truth Bloody Ban was earning his nickname.
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