Chapter 7 – Section 3

A New Plan of Government


NARRATOR: ON SEPTEMBER 17, 1787 A CONVENTION OF DELEGATES MEETING IN PHILADELPHIA ADOPTED THE CONSTITUTION. THAT WAS THE FIRST STEP TOWARDS IT BECOMING THE LAW OF THE LAND. NOW THE STATES HAD TO RATIFY IT. THE CONVENTION RULED THAT ONLY NINE OF THE THIRTEEN STATES NEEDED TO DO SO FOR THE NEW GOVERNMENT TO GO INTO EFFECT. 

THERE WERE STRONG OPINIONS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE RATIFICATION ISSUE. THOSE WHO OPPOSED IT WERE CALLED ANTI-FEDERALISTS. THEIR LEADING VOICES INCLUDED GEORGE CLINTON, THE GOVERNOR OF NEW YORK, AND ROBERT YATES, A CONVENTION DELEGATE ALSO FROM NEW YORK. THEY BELIEVED THE CONSTITUTION GAVE TOO MUCH POWER TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. THEY ALSO CRITICIZED THE ABSENCE OF A BILL OF RIGHTS GUARANTEEING INDIVIDUAL LIBERTIES, SUCH AS FREEDOM OF SPEECH. 

THOSE IN FAVOR OF RATIFYING THE CONSTITUTION WERE CALLED FEDERALISTS. THEIR SPOKESMEN INCLUDED FOUNDING FATHERS ALEXANDER HAMILTON, JOHN JAY, AND JAMES MADISON. THEY EXPRESSED THEIR VIEWS IN A SERIES OF ESSAYS KNOWN AS THE FEDERALIST PAPERS, CONSIDERED BY MANY TO BE THE BEST COMMENTARY ON THE PRINCIPLES OF GOVERNMENT EVER WRITTEN.

THE FEDERALISTS BELIEVED THAT AN ENERGETIC FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WAS NEEDED TO PROTECT THE NATION AND ENSURE ITS PROSPERITY. THEY OPPOSED THE INCLUSION OF A BILL OF RIGHTS FEARING THAT IT MIGHT BE INTERPRETED AS THE ONLY RIGHTS PEOPLE HAD.

AS THE STATES DEBATED WHETHER TO RATIFY THE CONSTITUTION, IT BECAME CLEAR THAT WITHOUT A BILL OF RIGHTS IT WOULD NOT BE ACCEPTED.  THE FEDERALISTS CONCEDED THE POINT AND AGREED TO RECOMMEND A LIST OF RIGHTS THAT WOULD EVENTUALLY BECOME THE FIRST TEN AMENDMENTS OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

ON JUNE 21, 1788 NEW HAMPSHIRE BECAME THE NINTH STATE TO RATIFY. UPON RECEIVING THE NEWS, THE CONGRESS OF THE CONFEDERATION SET A TIMETABLE FOR THE START OF OPERATIONS UNDER THE CONSTITUTION. ON MARCH 4, 1789 THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES AS WE KNOW IT OFFICIALLY BEGAN.
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