Chapter 9 – Section 1

The Republicans Take Power

NARRATOR: ON MARCH 4, 1801 THOMAS JEFFERSON BECAME THE FIRST U.S. PRESIDENT TO BE INAUGURATED IN WASHINGTON, D.C., THE NEW CAPITAL CITY.

THE REPUBLICAN JEFFERSON FAVORED THE SMALL FARMER AND PROPERTY OWNER OVER THE CITY MERCHANT AND FINANCIERS. HE SUPPORTED FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND THE SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE. HE ADVOCATED STATES RIGHTS AND A LIMITED ROLE FOR THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 

UPON ASSUMING OFFICE HE SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCED THE NATIONAL DEBT BY CUTTING THE FEDERAL BUDGET, SLASHING ARMY AND NAVY EXPENDITURES. HE ALSO ELIMINATED THE HATED EXCISE TAX ON WHISKEY THAT HAD BEEN THE SOURCE OF OPEN REBELLION IN THE WEST.

IN ONE OF JEFFERSON’S FIRST ACTS OF FOREIGN POLICY HE SENT A NAVAL SQUADRON TO FIGHT THE BARBARY PIRATES WHO WERE HARASSING AMERICAN COMMERCE OFF THE COASTS OF LIBYA AND ALGERIA. IN THIS FIRST U.S. CONFRONTATION WITH THE MIDDLE EAST, LIEUTENANAT STEPHEN DECATUR BECAME A NATIONAL HERO FOR HIS COURAGEOUS LEADERSHIP IN THE CONFLICT.

IN 1803, IN SPITE OF HIS OWN CONCERNS OVER THE CONSTITUTIONALITY OVER THE ACQUISITON OF NEW LAND, JEFFERSON SECURED THE LOUISIANA TERRITORY FROM FRANCE. WITH THE STROKE OF A PEN THE UNITED STATES PURCHASED NEARLY 800,000 SQUARE MILES INCLUDING THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER VALLEY AND MOST OF THE PRESENT-DAY MID-WEST FOR FIFTEEN MILLION DOLLARS. THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE EFFECTIVELY DOUBLED THE LAND AREA OF THE COUNTRY. 

LATER THAT YEAR JEFFERSON REQUESTED FUNDS FROM CONGRESS FOR AN EXPEDITION TO EXPLORE THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND BEYOND IN SEARCH OF A ROUTE TO THE PACIFIC. JEFFERSON’S PRIVATE SECRETARY, MERIWETHER LEWIS LED THIS TREK WITH PARTNER, WILLIAM CLARK. THEIR HISTORIC JOURNEY EVENTUALLY OPENED THE WEST TO SETTLEMENT. 

IN 1804 THOMAS JEFFERSON WAS ELECTED TO A SECOND TERM AS PRESIDENT.
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