Chapter 9 – Section 3 

A Time of Conflict

NARRATOR: TECUMSEH WAS A PROMINENT SHAWNEE LEADER WHO URGED ALL NATIVE AMERICANS TO UNITE TO DEFEND THEIR LANDS. HIS CAUSE WOULD COST HIM HIS LIFE DURING THE WAR OF 1812. 

BORN AROUND 1768 IN WHAT IS NOW CENTRAL OHIO, TECUMSEH WAS THE SECOND SON

OF A SHAWNEE WARRIOR WHO DIED IN BATTLE. RAISED BY HIS ELDER BROTHER, TECUMSEH LEARNED TO BECOME A WARRIOR HIMSELF AND TO BE PROUD OF HIS HERITAGE. 

LEGEND HOLDS THAT TECUMSEH, WHILE STILL A YOUNG BRAVE, FLED HIS FIRST BATTLE AGAINST THE WHITE MAN. FROM THEN ON, THE WARRIOR VOWED TO ALWAYS STAND HIS GROUND. HIS DETERMINATION LED HIM TO ORGANIZE VARIOUS TRIBES TO DEFEND AGAINST THE WHITE MAN FROM TAKING OVER THEIR LANDS. IN TECUMSEH'S OWN WORDS: "THE WAY, THE ONLY WAY TO STOP THIS EVIL IS FOR THE RED MEN TO UNITE IN CLAIMING A COMMON AND EQUAL RIGHT IN THE LAND, AS IT WAS AT FIRST, AND SHOULD BE NOW-- FOR IT WAS NEVER DIVIDED, BUT BELONGS TO ALL."

TECUMSEH’S YOUNGER BROTHER, ALSO KNOWN AS “THE PROPHET,” AIDED TECUMSEH IN HIS MISSION THROUGH SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE AND A CALL TO GIVE UP ALL THINGS EUROPEAN, INCLUDING DRESS AND ALCOHOL. MANY NATIVE AMERICANS RALLIED TO THE CAUSE AND JOINED THE PROPHET AND TECUMSEH IN PROPHETSTOWN, A VILLAGE THE BROTHERS FOUNDED IN NATIVE AMERICAN TERRITORY IN 1808. 

FEARING AN UPRISING, WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON, THE GOVERNOR OF “INDIAN TERRITORY” AND FUTURE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, LED AN ARMY INTO PROPHETSTOWN IN 1811. 

TECUMSEH, AWAY ON A RECRUITING MISSION, INSTRUCTED HIS BROTHER NOT TO ATTACK. BUT THE PROPHET RECEIVED A REVELATION ORDERING HIM TO MAKE WAR. THE BATTLE OF TIPPECANOE WAS A DISASTER FOR THE NATIVE AMERICANS. HARRISON’S ARMY DESTROYED PROPHETSTOWN.

IN THE WAKE OF DEFEAT, MANY NATIVE AMERICANS TURNED AWAY FROM TECUMSEH AND HIS BROTHER. TO KEEP THEIR CAUSE ALIVE, THE SHAWNEE LEADER AND HIS REMAINING FOLLOWERS ALLIED WITH THE BRITISH DURING THE WAR OF 1812, BELIEVING THE BRITISH WOULD RESTORE THEIR LANDS IF THEY WON. 

BUT TECUMSEH WAS KILLED DURING THE BATTLE OF THAMES IN 1813 AND WITH HIM DIED THE DREAM OF A UNITED NATIVE AMERICAN CONFEDERACY. TODAY, TECUMSEH ENDURES AS A SYMBOL OF NATIVE AMERICAN PRIDE. 
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