Chapter 11 – Section 1 
Jacksonian Democracy


NARRATOR:  THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION OF 1828 WAS A TURNING POINT IN AMERICAN HISTORY. MANY STATES HAD ELIMINATED OR LOWERED PROPERTY OWNERSHIP AS A QUALIFICATION FOR VOTER REGISTRATION. THIS CHANGE DRAMATICALLY INCREASED TURNOUT BY THIRTY PERCENT OVER THE PREVIOUS ELECTION. AS A RESULT, ANDREW JACKSON, A MAN OF HUMBLE ORIGINS, WON BY A CONSIDERABLE MARGIN AND BECAME KNOWN AS “THE PEOPLE’S PRESIDENT.”

BEFORE HIS ELECTION, JACKSON HAD DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF ON THE BATTLEFIELD. IN THE WAR OF 1812, HE LED A RAG-TAG ARMY TO VICTORY OVER THE BRITISH AT THE BATTLE OF NEW ORLEANS.  LATER, IN THE SEMINOLE WAR, HE PROVED HIMSELF A FEARLESS SOLDIER. HIS TOUGHNESS EARNED HIM THE NICKNAME, “OLD HICKORY,” FROM HIS ADMIRING TROOPS. BY THE TIME HE BECAME PRESIDENT, JACKSON WAS ALREADY A NATIONAL HERO.

JACKSON’S ASCENDANCE USHERED IN THE AGE OF THE COMMON MAN. DURING HIS TWO TERMS IN OFFICE, HE INSTITUTED REFORMS THAT HE BELIEVED WOULD PUT POWER IN THE HANDS OF ORDINARY CITIZENS. 

MOST NOTABLY, JACKSON IMPLEMENTED THE PRACTICE OF ROTATION IN OFFICE, TO AVOID A “PERMANENT OFFICE-HOLDING CLASS.” IN ADDITION, HE ENCOURAGED THE GROWTH OF THE “SPOIL SYSTEM” BY GIVING POSTS TO FELLOW PARTY MEMBERS AS AN INCENTIVE TO CONTINUE THEIR SUPPORT AND STRENGTHEN PARTY LOYALTY. 

BUT JACKSONIAN DEMOCRACY DIDN’T EXTEND TO NATIVE AMERICANS. PERHAPS THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL ASPECT OF JACKSON’S PRESIDENCY WAS HIS HARDLINE POLICY TOWARDS THIS GROUP.

IN SIGNING THE “INDIAN REMOVAL ACT” OF 1830, JACKSON DISPLACED 45,000 NATIVE AMERICANS FROM THE GEORGIA AREA AND RELOCATED THEM TO WHAT IS NOW OKLAHOMA. THIS LED TO THE INFAMOUS “TRAIL OF TEARS” ON WHICH 4,000 CHEROKEE MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN EITHER STARVED TO DEATH OR DIED OF DISEASE. 

JACKSON DOMINATED THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SCENE IN THE 1820S AND 30S. A POPULAR YET POLARIZING PRESIDENT, HIS USE OF POWER FOREVER CHANGED HOW THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OPERATES.
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