Chapter 12 – Section 2 
Independence for Texas


NARRATOR:
Today Texas is the second largest state, but back in the 1820’s Texas was part of Mexico. The Mexican government invited Americans to settle in Texas. In exchange for land, they would become Mexican citizens and adopt the Roman Catholic religion.

But many settlers didn’t want to become Mexicans or Catholics. Over the next few years’, tensions mounted. By the autumn of 1835, the Texas Revolution had begun. Its leaders organized a small army, commanded by General Sam Houston. Hundreds of Texans joined the army along with volunteers newly arrived from the United States.

The Texans scored their first victory near the town of Gonzales. When Mexican soldiers arrived to confiscate a cannon, The Texans raised this flag, daring the enemy to come and take it.

To crush the revolt, the Mexican President General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, led a force across the Rio Grande. In February 1836, General Santa Anna marched on San Antonio. There a former Catholic Mission, Mission San Antonio de Valero had been converted into a fortress called the Alamo.

It was occupied by 180 Texan rebels. Their commander was Lieutenant Colonel William B. Travis, and they included famous American frontiersmen, like Jim Bowie and Davy Crockett. The Texans held out for 13 days giving General Sam Houston and the other leaders time to organize a new government and officially declare their independence from Mexico.
On March 6, 1836, Santa Anna’s army stormed the Alamo. the men inside waged a desperate battle, inflicting heavy losses on the enemy. But in the end all of the Alamo’s defenders were killed.

A few weeks later, in the town of Goliad, the Texans suffered even greater losses. when the Mexican army overran their positions they surrendered, but Santa Anna ordered all 300 of them executed.

General Houston got his chance for revenge on April 21 near the San Jacinto River. There Santa Anna and 1400 Mexican soldiers were camped. Houston had only 800 men, but he staged a daring surprise attack.

In just 20 minutes Houston’s men killed 630 of the enemy and captured more than 700. Houston himself was injured, but he had defeated and captured Santa Anna.

Texas had won the war and its Independence, General Sam Houston was elected the first President of the Republic of Texas.
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