Chapter 13 – Section 1 

The North’s Economy

NARRATOR: CYRUS MCCORMICK’S NAME BECAME FOREVER RELATED TO FARM MACHINERY WHEN HIS REAPER REVOLUTIONIZED THE AGRICULTURE BUSINESS.

BORN IN VIRGINIA IN 1809, McCORMICK INHERITED HIS GIFT FOR INVENTION FROM HIS FATHER, ROBERT McCORMICK, WHO HAD PATENTED SEVERAL IMPROVEMENTS TO FARM EQUIPMENT. BUT HE STRUGGLED TO PERFECT THE REAPER. AT THE URGING OF HIS WIFE, HE TURNED THE TASK OVER TO HIS SON. 

CYRUS ADDED SEVERAL NEW FEATURES TO HIS FATHER’S ORIGINAL DESIGN. BY THE END OF THE 1831 HARVEST, HE HAD THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL DEMONSTRATION OF HIS REAPER. AFTER SLIGHT CHANGES, HE TOOK OUT A PATENT IN 1834.

MCCORMICK MOVED TO CHICAGO AND, ALONG WITH HIS BROTHERS WILLIAM AND LEANDER, FOUNDED THE McCORMICK HARVESTING MACHINE COMPANY, IN 1847. THE FACTORY MANUFACTURED FORTY REAPERS DAILY AND SHIPPED THEM ON RAILROADS TO DISTANT MARKETS. IN DOING SO, THE REAPER HELPED HASTEN WESTWARD EXPANSION. 

NOT ONLY WAS McCORMICK A GIFTED INVENTOR BUT HE WAS ALSO AN INTELLIGENT BUSINESSMAN. HE OFFERED HIS CUSTOMERS NO-HAGGLE PRICING, CREDIT AND FINANCING AND MONEY-BACK GUARANTEES. 

 IN 1851 THE REAPER WON THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS AWARD OF THE DAY, THE GOLD MEDAL, AT LONDON’S CRYSTAL PALACE EXHIBITION. MCCORMICK BECAME AN INTERNATIONAL CELEBRITY.

 MCCORMICK DOMINATED THE WORLD MARKET FOR THE GRAIN REAPER. BY GREATLY INCREASING THE EFFICENCY OF HARVESTING CROPS, MCCORMICK’S REAPER RESULTED IN A GLOBAL SHIFT OF LABOR FROM FARMS TO CITIES.

ON OCTOBER 9, 1871, THE GREAT CHICAGO FIRE COMPLETELY DESTROYED McCORMICK’S FACTORY. UNDAUNTED, McCORMICK REBUILT AND CONTINUED TO UPDATE HIS MACHINERY.

WHEN McCormick DIED IN 1884, THE COMPANY PASSED TO HIS SON, CYRUS, JR. TWO YEARS LATER, THE McCORMICK FACTORIES WERE THE LOCATION OF THE LABOR STRIKES THAT LED TO THE INFAMOUS HAYMARKET RIOT. IN 1902 THE COMPANY BECAME PART OF THE INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER CORPORATION.
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