Chapter 14 – Section 3 
The Women’s Movement


NARRATOR:  RELIGIOUS REVIVALS AND THE HEIGHTENED BELIEF IN INDIVIDUALS HAVING THE POWER TO EFFECT CHANGE INSPIRED THE REFORMATION MOVEMENT OF THE EARLY AND MID-1800s. BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES SPRANG UP TO SPREAD THE WORD OF GOD, COMBAT SOCIAL ILLS AND PROMOTE WOMEN’S RIGHTS. 

IN 1848, LUCRETIA MOTT AND ELIZABETH CADY STANTON, TWO WOMEN ACTIVE IN THE ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENT, HELPED ORGANIZE THE FIRST MAJOR GATHERING OF WOMEN IN THE UNITED STATES TO DISCUSS THEIR RIGHTS AND CONDITIONS.

THE CONVENTION TOOK PLACE IN THE WESLEYAN CHAPEL IN SENECA FALLS, NEW YORK ON JULY 19 AND 20, 1848. THOUGH THE FIRST SESSION WAS PLANNED EXCLUSIVELY FOR WOMEN, THE MEN WHO ARRIVED FOR THE EVENT WERE NOT TURNED AWAY. 

ON THE SECOND DAY, THE CONVENTION APPROVED A DOCUMENT ENTITLED, THE DECLARATION OF SENTIMENTS, WRITTEN BY STANTON AND OTHERS AND MODELED AFTER THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 

IT PROCLAIMED, “ALL MEN AND WOMEN ARE CREATED EQUAL.” IT ALSO LISTED SEVERAL GRIEVANCES THAT REFLECTED THE SEVERE LIMITATIONS ON WOMEN IN THE UNITED STATES AT THAT TIME:

THEY COULDN’T VOTE, NOR HOLD PUBLIC OFFICE…THEY LOST CUSTODY OF THEIR CHILDREN IN DIVORCE…AND THEY HAD NO ACCESS TO THE PROFESSIONS, THE MINISTRY OR HIGHER EDUCATION.

THE DECLARATION PLEDGED THAT ITS SIGNERS WOULD DO ALL THEY COULD TO RIGHT THESE WRONGS. OF THE APPROXIMATELY 300 PEOPLE WHO ATTENDED THE CONVENTION, 100 SIGNED THE DECLARATION OF GRIEVANCES. MEETINGS LIKE THESE HELPED TO SLOWLY CONVINCE LAWMAKERS TO GIVE WOMEN MORE RIGHTS.

AS A RESULT, THE SENECA FALLS CONVENTION IS OFTEN CALLED THE BIRTHPLACE OF THE FEMINIST MOVEMENT. 
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