Chapter 15 – Section 4 

Secession and War


NARRATOR: JOHN BROWN’S RAID ON HARPERS FERRY, VIRGINIA IN 1859 EXPOSED SHARP DIVISIONS IN THE NATION. THE FIERY ABOLITIONIST’S ATTEMPT TO IGNITE A SLAVE INSURRECTION, DREW STRONG SUPPORT IN THE NORTH AND CONDEMNATION IN THE SOUTH. 

THESE SECTIONAL DIVISIONS BECAME EVEN SHARPER WITH THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION OF 1860. AS THE CANDIDATE OF THE ANTI-SLAVERY REPUBLICAN PARTY, ABRAHAM LINCOLN WON ENTIRELY ON HIS SUPPORT IN THE NORTH. HE WASN’T EVEN ON THE BALLOT IN NINE SOUTHERN STATES. 

LINCOLN’S ELECTION FUELED THE GROWING SECESSIONIST MOVEMENT IN THE DEEP SOUTH. SEVEN STATES, BEGINNING WITH SOUTH CAROLINA, SECEDED FROM THE UNION BEFORE LINCOLN TOOK OFFICE IN MARCH 1861. 

IN ALL, ELEVEN SOUTHERN STATES EVENTUALLY DECLARED THEIR INDEPENDENCE AND FORMED THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA. THOUGH THE U.S. REFUSED TO FORMALLY RECOGNIZE IT, THE CONFEDERACY OPERATED AS A SEPARATE NATION WITH ITS OWN ARMY AND GOVERNMENT.  

JEFFERSON DAVIS, A FORMER U.S. SENATOR FROM MISSISSIPPI, SERVED AS THE CONFEDERACY’S ONLY PRESIDENT. AN ARDENT SUPPORTER OF STATES’ RIGHTS, DAVIS BELIEVED THAT ONCE A STATE SECEDED, FEDERAL FORTS BECAME THE PROPERTY OF THE STATE. HE WAS READY TO PROVE THAT PRINCIPLE AT THE POINT OF A GUN. 

ON APRIL 12, 1861 CONFEDERATE FORCES FIRED ON FT. SUMTER IN CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA. THE CIVIL WAR HAD BEGUN…
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