Chapter 16 – Section 3
A Call for Freedom 


NARRATOR: AS THE CIVIL WAR ENTERED ITS THIRD YEAR, PRESIDENT LINCOLN ISSUED THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAIMATION ON JANUARY 1, 1863. 

THE PROCLAMATION DECLARED “THAT ALL PERSONS HELD AS SLAVES” WITHIN THE REBELLIOUS STATES “ARE, AND HENCEFORWARD SHALL BE FREE.”
THIS BOLD DECLARATION MADE THE END OF SLAVERY A CENTRAL AIM OF THE WAR. BUT DESPITE THE EXPANSIVE WORDING, THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION WAS LIMITED IN SEVERAL WAYS. 

IT SPECIFICALLY TARGETED STATES THAT SECEDED FROM THE UNION, LEAVING SLAVERY UNTOUCHED IN THE LOYAL BORDER STATES. PARTS OF THE CONFEDERACY THAT HAD ALREADY COME UNDER NORTHERN CONTROL WERE EXEMPT FROM THE PROCLAMATION. 
MOST IMPORTANT, UNION MILITARY VICTORIES WOULD BE THE DECIDING FACTOR FOR THE FREEDOM IT PROMISED. CLEARLY, NO SLAVE UNDER CONFEDERATE RULE WOULD BE FREED.
ALTHOUGH THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION DID NOT IMMEDIATELY FREE A SINGLE SLAVE, AFTER JANUARY 1ST, 1863, EVERY UNION VICTORY MEANT MORE SLAVES EMANCIPATED. 
MOREOVER, THE PROCLAMATION ALLOWED BLACK MEN TO ENTER THE UNION ARMY AND NAVY. BY THE END OF THE WAR, ALMOST 200,000 BLACK SOLDIERS AND SAILORS HAD FOUGHT FOR THE UNION AND CLOSE TO 4 MILLION SLAVES WERE FREED IN ALL. 
THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION IS CONSIDERED THE CROWNING ACHIEVEMENT OF LINCOLN’S PRESIDENCY AND ONE OF THE GREATEST DOCUMENTS OF HUMAN FREEDOM. 
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