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Chapter 18 – Section 2

Ranchers & Farmers

FEMALE SPEAKER:  My grandmother bought two mules and she did well, those mules brought her right through past a lot of people.  She was a heavyset woman.  Her husband was deceased.  She had six kids.  She had to leave the rest of the family at home, but she brought Claude.  Claude was so mean that she said if she left him at home the rest of the kids would kill him and they got exactly where they wanted to go, they got in the good ground.

MALE SPEAKER:  Finding the land was only the first stage then you had to keep other people off it until you could register your claim at the nearest land office.

FEMALE SPEAKER:  The next morning they went in to register their claim and when they came back they found somebody had staked over him, stealing their property.  It had to go to court to settle the claim; the judge said, “Do you have any property that you could.”  She said, “all I have are five big calves and four cows and some chickens and he said, “you give him the calves” because he has got five friends that are going to stand there and say that he was first and I have to take what I hear in court, give him the calves and I will get a quick claim for you and so they came and they drove off our calves the next morning and that was what she was going to use to pay her taxes and for food.  My mother, I have heard my mother say, “I can remember Ma sitting on the steps crying when he was driving the calves off, but the man that staked over her, they still live here.  I imagine the descendants may not know about this I don’t know, they may not know about it, but we did because we were the wounded party and they kept us informed, they kept saying so and so did so and so, don’t mess with them.
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