Chapter 21 – Section 2

Women and Progressives


NARRATOR:  ALICE PAUL PLAYED A MAJOR ROLE IN HELPING WOMEN GAIN THE RIGHT TO VOTE. BORN IN 1885 IN MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY, SHE WAS RAISED ON THE QUAKER PRINCIPLE OF EQUALITY OF THE SEXES. SHE ALWAYS STROVE TO PUT THAT PRINCIPLE INTO PRACTICE.

AFTER GRADUATING FROM SWARTHMORE COLLEGE IN 1905, PAUL MOVED TO ENGLAND WHERE SHE WAS INTRODUCED TO THE RADICAL TACTICS OF BRITISH SUFFRAGETTES. PAUL BELIEVED THAT THE MILITANCY OF THE BRITISH WOMEN’S STRUGGLE HAD RALLIED THEIR FELLOW CITIZENS TO THE SUFFRAGE CAUSE. SHE BROUGHT THIS BELIEF TO AMERICA WHEN SHE RETURNED IN 1910. 

BACK IN THE U.S., PAUL HELPED ORGANIZE A MASSIVE MARCH OF WOMEN UP PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. SHE PLANNED IT TO TAKE PLACE AT THE SAME TIME AS WOODROW WILSON’S INAUGURATION IN 1913. THE PROTEST SUCCEEDED IN RAISING NATIONWIDE AWARENESS OF WOMEN’S RIGHT TO VOTE. 

IN 1914, PAUL FORMED THE NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY, TO KEEP THE SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT IN THE PUBLIC EYE. THREE YEARS LATER THE NATIONAL WOMAN'S PARTY STAGED THE FIRST POLITICAL PROTEST EVER TO PICKET THE WHITE HOUSE. PRESIDENT WILSON ARROGANTLY OPPOSED THEM AND THE PROTESTERS WERE ARRESTED FOR “OBSTRUCTING TRAFFIC.” 

PAUL AND HER FELLOW PICKETERS WERE SENTENCED TO PRISON IN VIRGINIA. WHEN THEIR BRUTAL TREATMENT WAS MADE PUBLIC, THE PRESS, THE PEOPLE AND EVEN POLITICIANS DEMANDED THEIR RELEASE. SYMPATHY BROUGHT MANY TO SUPPORT WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE.

IN RESPONSE TO THE OUTCRY, PRESIDENT WILSON REVERSED HIS POSITION AND ANNOUNCED HIS SUPPORT FOR WOMEN’S VOTING RIGHTS. IN 1919, BOTH THE HOUSE AND THE SENATE PASSED THE 19TH AMENDMENT. ON AUGUST 18, 1920, TENNESSEE CAST THE FINAL RATIFICATION VOTE AND WOMEN FINALLY GAINED THE RIGHT TO VOTE AFTER A 72-YEAR STRUGGLE.

AFTER 1920 MANY SUFFRAGETTES, HAVING ACHIEVED THE RIGHT TO VOTE, RETIRED FROM WOMEN’S CAUSES. PAUL, HOWEVER, TURNED HER EFFORTS TO THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT, WHICH SHE HAD FIRST PROPOSED IN 1923. SHE LIVED TO SEE THE CONGRESS PASS THE AMENDMENT IN 1972. EVEN THOUGH RATIFICATION BY THE STATES STILL REMAINS IN THE FUTURE. BY THE TIME OF HER DEATH IN 1977, ALICE PAUL HAD BECOME AN ICON OF THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT THAT SHE HAD HELPED TO CREATE.  
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