Chapter 21 – Section 4
Excluded from Reform


NARRATOR:  IDA B. WELLS-BARNETT WAS A FEARLESS ANTI-LYNCHING ADVOCATE, SUFFRAGIST AND CIVIL RIGHTS CRUSADER.

IN 1884, AT THE AGE OF 22, WELLS BECAME A FORERUNNER TO ROSA PARKS WHEN SHE CHALLENGED THE CHESAPEAKE & OHIO RAILROAD FOR EVICTING HER FROM A WOMEN’S CAR IN MEMPHIS. THOUGH SHE LOST HER CASE IN THE TENNESSEE SUPREME COURT, FROM THAT POINT ON, WELLS DEDICATED HER LIFE TO FIGHTING INJUSTICES AGAINST WOMEN AND PEOPLE OF COLOR.  

IN 1892 WELLS LAUNCHED HER CRUSADE AGAINST LYNCHING. AS CO-OWNER AND EDITOR OF THE MEMPHIS FREE SPEECH AND HEADLIGHT, SHE INFORMED THE WORLD ABOUT THIS SPREADING AND DEADLY FORM OF INJUSTICE AGAINST MOSTLY BLACK MEN IN THE SOUTH. HER CAMPAIGN STARTED AN INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT CALLING FOR FEDERAL INTERVENTION TO END THE VIOLENCE. 

IN ADDITION TO HER ANTI-LYNCHING CAMPAIGN, WELLS WORKED FOR RACIAL EQUALITY AND WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE. IN 1909 SHE WAS ONE OF TWO AFRICAN-AMERICAN WOMEN TO SIGN “THE CALL” TO FORM THE NAACP. THOUGH SHE WAS ONE OF ITS FOUNDING MEMBERS, WELLS WAS KEPT OUT OF NAACP LEADERSHIP POSITIONS BECAUSE SHE STRONGLY OPPOSED THE STRATEGIES OF BOOKER T. WASHINGTON. 

IN 1913 WELLS JOINED WOMEN’S RIGHTS ADVOCATE ALICE PAUL IN THE MARCH FOR UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE IN WASHINGTON, D.C., BUT ONLY AFTER SHE REFUSED TO WALK IN THE REAR WITH OTHER BLACK WOMEN AND MOVED UP TO MARCH WITH HER WHITE PEERS.  

AFTER MOVING TO CHICAGO, SHE FOUNDED THE NEGRO FELLOWSHIP LEAGUE, THE FIRST KINDERGARTEN FOR BLACK CHILDREN AND THE FIRST SUFFRAGE CLUB FOR BLACK WOMEN. UNHAPPY WITH THE SLATE OF CANDIDATES, SHE RAN FOR A SEAT IN THE ILLINOIS STATE LEGISLATURE IN 1930, A MOVE THAT MADE HER ONE OF THE FIRST BLACK WOMEN TO RUN FOR PUBLIC OFFICE IN THE UNITED STATES. A YEAR LATER, IDA B. WELLS-BARNETT DIED AFTER DEVOTING HER ENTIRE LIFE TO FIGHTING INJUSTICE. 

END


Content provided by BBC Motion Gallery


