Chapter 25 – Section 5 
Searching for Peace 


NARRATOR: AS PRESIDENT, WOODROW WILSON RESOLVED TO “STRIKE A NEW NOTE IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS.” HE STRONGLY OPPOSED IMPERIALISM AND BELIEVED DEMOCRACY WAS ESSENTIAL TO A NATION’S STABILITY AND PROSPERITY. 

WORLD WAR I, WOULD PUT THE PRESIDENT’S IDEALISM TO THE TEST.

WHEN “THE GREAT WAR” BROKE OUT IN EUROPE, WILSON TRIED TO KEEP THE U.S. OUT OF THE CONFLICT.  BUT GERMAN U-BOAT ATTACKS ON VESSELS CARRYING AMERICAN CITIZENS FORCED WILSON TO TAKE ACTION. 

IN 1917 HE ASKED CONGRESS FOR A DECLARATION OF WAR AGAINST GERMANY, PROCLAIMING “THE WORLD MUST BE MADE SAFE FOR DEMOCRACY.” WITH A NEWLY CREATED CONSCRIPTION SYSTEM, THE U.S. RAISED A MASSIVE ARMY THAT FOUGHT ALONGSIDE GREAT BRITAIN AND FRANCE. 

AT THE SAME TIME, WILSON WANTED TO BUILD A BASIS FOR A LASTING PEACE. DETERMINED TO MAKE THIS “THE WAR TO END ALL WARS,” THE IDEALISTIC PRESIDENT MADE HIS FAMOUS “FOURTEEN POINTS” ADDRESS.  

IT INTRODUCED THE IDEA OF A LEAGUE OF NATIONS, AN ORGANIZATION THAT WOULD HELP RESOLVE INTERNATIONAL DIFFERENCES.

WILSON ALSO INTENDED THE FOURTEEN POINTS AS A MEANS TO END THE WAR. IN 1919 HE ATTENDED THE PARIS PEACE CONFERENCE, WORKING TIRELESSLY TO PROMOTE HIS PLAN. THE CHARTER FOR THE PROPOSED LEAGUE OF NATIONS WAS INCORPORATED INTO THE CONFERENCE’S TREATY OF VERSAILLES. 

FOR HIS EFFORTS, WILSON WAS AWARDED THE 1919 NOBEL PEACE PRIZE. HOWEVER, HE FAILED TO WIN SENATE SUPPORT FOR RATIFICATION AND THE UNITED STATES NEVER JOINED THE LEAGUE. 

WILSON’S IDEALISTIC INTERNATIONALISM HAS BEEN CONTROVERSIAL IN AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY. NOT EVERYONE THINKS THE U.S. SHOULD FIGHT FOR DEMOCRACY AROUND THE WORLD. THIS DEBATE IS STILL GOING ON TODAY
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