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Chapter 2 – Section 3
Spain in America


Male Narrator: And so at last Pizarro looked down on his prize, the city of the Incas with its great ceremonial square and the huge palaces of the Inca Royal class, it was a turning point in the history of the world. 
The Inca believed this place was the navel of the earth; it was the sacred center of the last of the civilizations to arise independently on the planet. And the fall of the city to the Spanish coming so soon after the fall of Mexico, seems now like the beginning of the end for the traditional civilizations of the world. The end of sacred time, the triumph of profane time.

For Pizarro’s expedition was a profit making venture backed by the bankers of Europe. And from now on, across the Atlantic the talk was of nothing but Peru and gold. Europe was amazed, Spaniards flooded into Peru on a gold rush. The Pizarro brothers flaunted their new found fortunes. For them these were days of wonder, as they tightened their grip on the people and the riches of Peru. To win hearts and minds the Pizarros appointed a puppet king, Altualpo’s half brother Manco but the Spaniards treated him with contempt.
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