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Chapter 3 – Section 2 
New England Colonies


Male Narrator: Nearly five months after they’d started their journey, the intrepid pilgrims finally found their promise land in Plymouth. The pilgrims weren’t the first English people to reach America and Plymouth wasn’t even the first place they landed. But this moment has been invested with mythic significance, as the moment that marked the founding of the American nation.

Female Speaker #1: An impressive sight? You mean, the rock itself? I think everybody takes a look at it and says oh! That little thing is this all there is. 

Female Speaker #2: A rock is a rock is a rock, it was a rock and of course it’s become a symbol.

Male Speaker #1: I think it’s a big farce, I really do.

Male Speaker #2: The 17th century original manuscripts make absolutely no mention of any rock at all. The rock only enters the picture in the 18th century and the story goes: some of the young hearties of the town were going to build and the rock was the logical anchoring point for part of the wharf and as they started, an old citizen of the town came down and led this sort of I guess one of the first civic protests. You can’t do this, don’t you realize that this is the stone upon which the fathers stepped, so the rock was established as a symbol of the founding of the town. It acquired almost oracular powers and people stood on it to make speeches and so on. In 1820, the 200th anniversary of the landing of the pilgrims they were going to move it and it was on the back of an ox cart and the ox cart hit a big rut in the street and it fell and parts of it broke into shards. Well everyone went to grab for a piece and in many families to this day there are pieces of that rock that have descended, I myself have such a piece on my desk I mean in that sense, I sort of feel I claimed a part of the myth.

Male Speaker #2: A rock is a sacred thing to us, very sacred it’s our grandfather and I wouldn’t put a fence around any rock you know. The rock should be a free spirit. We use rocks in the sweat lodges. Who give up their life for us when we heat them up so hot to give up the steam but you don’t mark a rock either, you don’t take and do that to a rock you know, its like they did everything they fenced everything in an ownership type of thing everything has got to be owned. 
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