Chapter 3 – Section 4
Southern Colonies


Narrator: The Mason-Dixon Line became permanently embedded in American culture following the Civil War, but its history dates to conflicts in the Colonial Era. 
In the Royal Charters defining the British Colonies of Maryland, Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Delaware, incorrect maps and ambiguous wording created overlapping boundaries.

The borders became a source of contention between the Calverts, a family of British nobles who controlled Maryland, and the Penns, their counterparts who ruled Pennsylvania.

The families each claimed that the city of Philadelphia lay in their territory, and clashed over control of the three county area which would become Delaware. 
King George II personally had to intercede after the border dispute exploded in violence between settlers.
To resolve the conflict the two families were forced to commission English astronomer Charles Mason and surveyor Jeremiah Dixon to determine the absolute boundary between their territories. 
Using complex calculations based on the location and movement of the stars and planets, the skilled surveyors could plot precise location in latitude and longitude.
The men arrived in Philadelphia in November 1763 and went to work, quickly determining Philadelphia to be completely within Pennsylvania.
In 1765, Mason and Dixon began the most challenging portion of their task: plotting an accurate border between Pennsylvania and Maryland. 
As they surveyed, members of their party would mark each mile of the border with a marker stone. At five mile increments they laid large “crown stones” bearing the coat of arms of the Calvert family on one side, the Penn’s on the opposite. 
By October 1767, Mason and Dixon had defined 244 miles of the border, when resistance from hostile Native Americans forced them to abandon their work. They were just 30 miles from their goal. Other surveyors would complete the task in 1784.

Although the true Mason-Dixon Line defines only a short border between Mid-Atlantic colonies, the term grew during the debate over slavery to imply the entire boundary between free states and slave states. 
Today that expanded notion continues, with the term Mason-Dixon Line now commonly used to define north from south physically and culturally. 
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