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Chapter 4 – Section 4 
The French and Indian War


Male Narrator: For the British it was the perfect setup their ships dominated the oceans, their slaves brought them profit, the world was their oyster. But someone else was eager to pry it open, the French. They’d fought for centuries and they would fight again, the hundred years war of the Middle Ages would become the seven yeas war of the 18th century. Agincourt fought not in a muddy field but in battles around the globe.

It turned out that the combo the British most despised were the Jesuits, professional soldiers and bureaucrats were stealing the empire before their very eyes starting with Continental America. Just singing patriotic anthems was not going to stop them and only war would and war, as the Romans discovered, changes everything. The first victim is liberty and the second is profit. 

The French have been in North America for as long as the British. Based in Canada to the North and Louisiana to the south and exploring the Mississippi and the Ohio River valley in between, it didn’t take a genius to work out that a corridor of French forts linking Canada to Louisiana would box the British colonies in. It would be death by slow strangulation. The days of the ad hoc empire were drawing to a close. Empires were not for sharing. The British would have to fight to keep theirs. It was commonly thought by politicians that war was coming, but it wasn’t a prospect anyone much relished except someone who made global victory his alpha and omega and that man was William Pitt. For better or worse, it was William Pitt, neurotic, gouty, irascible, either manically hyperactive or collapsed in the kind of parlaying gloom. Who was the British empires true visionary, he believed with an almost feverish intensity, that what was at stake in the life or death struggle between France and Britain was not just who would get the lion’s share of the wealth, but whether the world would be conquered by liberty or by despotism. The first rounds went badly for the forces of liberty. British troops were wiped out in the backwoods of New York State by the French and their native allies. So Pitt unleashed his biggest weapon, his war chest. He would fight the First World War with columns of figures as well as columns of soldiers. Pitt spent 18 million pounds a year, twice the government’s annual income. This flew right in the face of the empire’s basic principle that it shouldn’t cost but as Pitt calculated you can't make a profit from empire if it’s not your empire.   *****
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