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Chapter 5 – Section 3 

A Call to Arms


Male Narrator: As the citizen militias of Massachusetts trained to take on the British, Gage was forced to plan his counter-revolution.

Gage: A time for conciliating, moderation and reason is now over. Nothing can be done but by forcible means. I mean to avoid a bloody crisis at all costs until forced into it by themselves, which may happen.

Male Narrator: Gage had one last plan, to avoid the downward spiral into violence and anarchy; by taking away their gun powder he’d disarm the Massachusetts militias.

He now planned a major raid on Concord a large arms store 20 miles northwest of Boston to disarm the militias, his troops would march there through the small town of Lexington.

The rebels knew the British were about to act. If they found out precisely when and where, then armed militia men could respond in overwhelming strength. Gage’s plan depended on secrecy.

On 18th of April spymaster Paul Revere was warned that the red coats were about to march. The intelligence was conformed by his own highly placed source within the British camp. It was time to call out the chain of up to 60 horse riders waiting to alert the militias.

Paul Revere ordered that the prearranged signal would be made from this steeple. Two lanterns meant that the red coats were about to cross the Charles River. Revere was to be one of the riders that night. The date was the 19th of April 1775 by dawn 900 British troops under the command of the Lieutenant Colonel Francis Smith were reaching the outskirts of Lexington. In the gray light Lieutenant Sutherland of the advance guard could see a vast number of militia with their arms going over the hill towards Lexington. His comrade Jeremy Lister of the 10th Foot could see beacon fires burning brightly on the surrounding hills. Imagine the effect on the red coats of the sight of the warning beacons and the sound of the alarm church bells and musket shots. Although these men were tough regular soldiers, few of them were battle hardened. On this green Captain John Parker, the elected commander of the Lexington militia had mustered his men. Seeing the approaching superior numbers, Captain Parker ordered “let the troops pass by don’t molest them without they being first, stand your ground, don’t fire unless fired upon, but if they want a war let it began here. “ 

Male Speaker: Left, right, left, right.

Male Narrator: The lieutenant leading the British advance guard decided to march straight towards the militia rather than bypass them along the road. His commander Major John Pitcairn, riding up from the rear was dismayed by this confrontational tactic. He tried to stop the troops and warn off the rebels.

Captain Parker: Stand where you are. Rebels disperse. Throw down your arms. Halt the column, halt!  

Male Narrator: Captain Parker ordered his men to disperse and not to fire and they began to retreat 

No one knows who actually fired the first shot.

That moment when flint struck steel and the sparks flashed into the black powder was decisive. There could be no going back.

Captain Parker: Fire! 

*****
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