Chapter 5 – Section 4
Moving Towards Independence

Narrator: The Declaration of Independence, adopted on July 4, 1776, is considered to be the founding document of the United States of America.
With the outbreak of the Revolutionary War in April 1775, calls for outright independence escalated in response to British actions against the American Colonies. These calls culminated in a resolution presented by Richard Henry Lee of Virginia to the Continental Congress in June 1776.

Before considering Lee’s resolution, Congress appointed a committee of five, including Benjamin Franklin, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, to draft a statement presenting to the world the Colonies’ case for Independence.

The committee chose thirty-three year old Jefferson to write the Declaration of Independence. The author referred to several sources while composing the document, including the Virginia Declaration of Rights and the works of English Enlightenment philosopher John Locke. 
Jefferson shared his original draft with Adams and Franklin who made several revisions. Jefferson incorporated their changes and prepared a new copy of the Declaration, which the committee of five presented to Congress on June 28, 1776.
The delegates adopted Lee’s resolution and declared Independence on July 2nd. Congress made additional revisions to Jefferson’s Declaration and approved it on July 4th.

The finished document consists of four key sections: an introduction states why Independence is necessary, the preamble outlines a philosophy of government that justifies revolution, the indictment presents a Bill of particulars documenting the King’s offenses against American rights and liberties, and the conclusion contains, in essence, the Lee resolution calling for Independence. 

Today the draft of the Declaration of Independence adopted on July 4, 1776 is on permanent display in the Charters of Freedom rotunda at the National Archives in Washington D. C. 
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