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Chapter 6 – Section 2
The War Continues


Male Narrator: One of the bloodiest battles of the American Revolution had secured British control of Georgia. The British victory dampened French enthusiasm for the war, it also added to the thousands of escaping slaves who sought protection and support from the victors. In the south at least, Afro-Americans seemed to have been overwhelmingly on the side of Britain and the loyalists and the conquest of Savannah now seem to hold out the hope of eventual emancipation. In the north, the picture was less clear. Some Afro-Americans fought for the rebels but most had first secured a promise that doing so would end their slavery.  Washington a slave owner had initially opposed the recruitment of black soldiers but desperate for volunteers he changed his mind. 

Male Speaker: As the general has informed that numbers of free Negros are in desire of the listing he gives leave to recruiting officers to entertain them and promises to lay the matter before Congress, who he doubts not will approve of it.

Male Narrator: Washington and his army had endured two grim winters in the north, one at Valley Forge and now another at Morris Town, New Jersey.

Washington: I assure you, every idea you conform of our distresses will fall short of the reality. There is such a combination of circumstances to exhaust the patience of the soldiering that begins at length to be warn out and we can see in every line of the army the most serious features of mutiny.

Male Narrator: But he had now acquired two key foreign advisors who helped him to turn from despair to hope. The Marquis de Lafayette liaised with the French and lobbied hard for continuing French support for Washington despite the Savannah set back. Another key recruit was the self styled Lieutenant General Baron Von Schtoyban. He was a former Prussian Captain who failed to find a job with anyone else yet he turned out to be a superb trainer of infantry.  

Male Speaker: The Americans at this stage in the war really aren’t formidable soldiers in the European sense of the word but this is a war which is going to be won by the people that keep fighting the longest and there is I think that enormous quality of depth to the American performance even if sometimes they are not as good on the battlefield as the British. They do have the ability to play a long game and that’s what ultimately the British can’t do.                                 *****
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