Chapter 9 Section 4 

The War of 1812

Narrator: “The Star Spangled Banner” is the national anthem of the United States of America. Francis Scott Key, a lawyer and amateur poet, wrote it after witnessing the bombardment of Fort McHenry in Baltimore Harbor during the War of 1812.

The United States had declared war on Great Britain over several issues: British seizure of thousands of American sailors, British interference with neutral trade while at war with France, and British support of Indian attacks on American frontier settlements. 
During the two year conflict, the strategic location of Chesapeake Bay, near the nation’s capital, made it a prime British target. On September 13, 1814, the British navy moved to capture Baltimore, the bay’s major port, but were unable to defeat Fort McHenry at the entrance to the city’s harbor.

All the lights in Baltimore were extinguished the night of the attack, while British battleships bombarded the fort for 25 hours. The only light came from the exploding shells, which “Gave proof through the night,” that the flag still waved over the fort.

At dawn the next day, Francis Scott Key, who had been detained on a British ship in the harbor, looked to see if the American flag still waved over the fort. To his great joy, it did.
The battle dramatically demonstrated the U.S. could hold its own against the superior British force. As a result, despite the lack of a clear victor, the War of 1812 would increase American prestige throughout the world.

Inspired by the sight of the flag waving, key wrote a poem entitled, Defense of Fort McHenry on the back of a letter. It was later put to music and re-titled “The Star Spangled Banner.” The song gained popularity throughout the country and in 1931; it officially became the national anthem of The United States. 
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