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Chapter 10 – Section 1 
Economic Growth


Male Narrator: Thanks to improved transport, prosperous farming, bustling business and a growing population with money to spend, the scene was set for the industrial revolution. Machines were at the heart of this change they transformed the old handicraft industries. Weaving was one of the first.  English handloom weavers worked at home making cloth from wool which had often been spun into thread by wives and daughters. Booming sales demanded faster output and change began when a man called John Kay came up with the flying shuttle.  Now the spinners couldn’t keep up with the faster weavers. This spinning machine is preserved today in a Lancashire museum. It was invented by Richard Arkwright. Arkwright used waterpower to replace the wives and daughters spinning at home. 

Male Speaker: Richard Arkwright was interested in the possibility of making serious money out of producing yarn and he devised the system for spinning yarn which was suitable for large scale production and the machines that eventually developed from his original patent were called water frames and this is the only surviving complete Richard Arkwright water frame in the world.  This machine has 96 spindles therefore its at least the equivalent of 96 spinners each working on a single great wheel and that doesn’t allow for the fact that this machine doesn’t get tired and it spins considerably faster then someone can on a hand wheel.  

Male Narrator: Machines need raw materials just as they need markets for their products. British wool was going out of fashion as the new consumers awoke to the advantages of cotton, once again the American colonies helped. As American cotton production geared up so it became cheaper, fortunes were made on both sides of the Atlantic. The American fortunes depended on the labor of slaves who had been kidnapped from Africa. Without slave labor to hand pick the cotton, the plantations could not have met the British demand. This plantation in South Carolina has been producing for nearly 200 years.

Female Speaker: I am going to pour the first libation for the dead, for the slaves who lived and worked here on his plantation for the countless millions of Africans who worked in the American south to produce and make the south wealthy and may the work that we do here today serve to educate people to the true reality and dignity of the African American experience during slavery. Amen.      

Male Narrator: All the people at this home coming ceremony are the descendants of slaves who worked here. Their great grand parents only homes were these four room shacks and they themselves remember living in them. 

Female Speaker #2: I know that was there, there’s Mynah and Daisy’s mom. And right here’s my grandma. She died about two weeks after I was born.

Male Narrator: Those buried here are both the unsung hero’s and victims of Britain’s industrial revolution.
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