Chapter 11 – Section 3 

Jackson and the Bank

Narrator: William Henry Harrison was a military leader whose daring acts in the War of 1812 helped him become the ninth President of the United States in 1841.

Born in Virginia in 1773, Harrison came from a wealthy family and planned to become a doctor. But in 1791, Harrison switched interests. He joined the army as an Ensign and headed to the Northwest frontier where he spent several years fighting Native Americans.

In 1811, he first gained national attention for his victory over a resistance movement led by Shawnee Chief Tecumseh and his brother at the Battle of Tippecanoe. As a General in the War of 1812, Harrison defeated the British at the Battle of Thames in which Tecumseh was killed.

After the War of 1812, Harrison pursued a political career, holding various offices, including Congressmen from Ohio. Leading up to the election of 1840, the Whig Party was desperate for a candidate to compete with the well liked President Martin Van Buren. They needed someone with a strong reputation for leadership who could appeal to the common man. William Henry Harrison was their first choice.
The Whigs immediately went to work on their political campaign pairing Harrison with John Tyler, a former Democrat. To down play Harrison’s wealthy background, they marketed him as a man of the people, the Whigs also used Harrison’s war hero status to their favor, incorporating the slogan “Tippecanoe and Tyler too.” The campaign was a success. Harrison won the election in a landslide.

But after just 3 months into his term, Harrison contracted pneumonia and died, making his the briefest presidency in American history. He was also the first U.S. President to die in office. 
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