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Chapter 12 – Section 4 
California and Utah

Male Narrator: In 1820, a 14-year-old boy named Joseph Smith claimed that he talked to God and Jesus Christ. Whether he was a myth maker of genius or a true prophet, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints which he founded, is today one of the fastest growing religions in America, with 10 million members worldwide and assets in excess of $30 billion. Early Mormon history is a catalog of persecution, torment and suffering, tempered by discipline, endurance and faith. In 1844, Joseph Smith their president and prophet was arrested and subsequently murdered by an angry mob. His successor Brigham Young, like Moses, was to lead the Latter Day Saints, out of gentile persecution, to Zion. The Mormon trail they created to Salt Lake City has become the centerpiece of Mormon mythology. Wagon train reenactments happen regularly in America, but this is the biggest in a hundred years. Mormons make up three quarters of this wagon train and for them it’s more of a spiritual journey then a physical one. Many can trace their ancestors right back to the original pioneers.

Female Speaker: I have known I was about as Mormon as you could get. I have traced 14 of my 16 great grandparents across the plains and have 21 direct ancestors that walked across. None of them died. 

Male Speaker: Some people are doing it for spiritual reasons here on the train and you know we hope that we get fulfilled spiritually too and feel the spirit of the pioneers   and the spirit of what they did.

Male Speaker #2: I found that there were 50 of my ancestors who started west and six of them are buried somewhere on the plains not in marked graves anywhere. But so it is personal for me. But that’s not I guess my purpose in coming it is real for me that way.

Male Speaker #3: I’m a heathen, I’m one of those gentiles as they call us, but you know if it hadn’t been for the gentiles the pioneers would have never made it, these pilgrims wouldn’t have ever made it across these plains. It was the gentiles that led them to begin with and got them trained to where they could make it.

Male Narrator: The Mormon Church has always been a missionary church.

Male Speaker #4: Hey please give me the mini tour. Please give me...

Male Narrator: So at the start of the journey what it lacks in trail experience it makes up for in merchandising. The motto for this trek is faith in every footstep and there could be no more appropriate legend for the two English pilgrims on the trail. They have traveled here together to pay tribute to those early English converts who had crossed the Atlantic and walked all the way to Salt Lake City in the 1850’s

Female Speaker #2: I have to come to appreciate tremendously what they did achieve. It’s really hard and I have spent a great deal of time thinking about them and their achievement. I am thinking about my family and what they are doing and how long I’m away from them but I know its all going to end you know, I know, the date it’s going to end, I know they will still be there and England will be still as beautiful when I get back but they were never going back.  

Male Speaker #5: I am here for a purpose you know that purpose is as I’ve mentioned before is to represent to those who left our country to immigrate to America, as members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints and who came here in order to worship God according to the dictates of our conscious. I am determined that I’m going to the valley that’s what I have set out to do and nothing is going to deter me from actually doing it.
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