Chapter 15 – Section 1
Slavery and the West


Narrator: Growing sectionalism in the 1820s, splintered American unity. With different economies opposing views on slavery, northern and southern leaders sharply disagreed on national issues.

Missouri’s admission to the Union sparked a heated debate over the regulation of slavery in the Western Territories. Political leaders proposed the Missouri Compromise in 1820. To preserve the balance of power between free and slave states. The deal prohibited slavery in the Unorganized Territory of the Great Plains, but allowed Missouri to be admitted as a slave state.

The Presidential Election of 1824 further exposed sectional differences within the Republican Party. Andrew Jackson of Tennessee won the popular vote, but no candidate won a majority of the Electoral Votes. When the decision went before the House of Representatives, John Quincy Adams of Massachusetts was elected president. Jackson denounced the outcome as a “Corrupt bargain,” because House Speaker Henry Clay, who had also been a candidate, had given his support to Adams, who then appointed Clay, Secretary of State.

Jackson supporters angrily protested. They believed that “Corrupt Aristocrats of the East,” had robbed their “Man of the People.” Jackson vowed to run again.

The disputed election of 1824 led to the return of the two party system. John Quincy Adams now led the National Republicans against the Democrats, a new party formed by Jackson’s supporters.

In the Election of 1828, Jackson triumphed over his old rival and became the seventh President of the United Stats. His ascendance from war hero to president ushered in the era of the common man, also known as the “Age of Jackson.”
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