Chapter 16 – Section 1 
The Two Sides

Narrator: The Civil War took a huge psychological toll on the United State. Nowhere was this sorrow felt more keenly than in border states like Kentucky.
With strong economic and cultural ties with both North and South, Kentucky found itself torn as war approached. Although technically a slave owning state, slavery was not the backbone of the economy in the Bluegrass state, and few residents owned slaves.

Further dividing state loyalties, Kentucky’s Legislature supported the North, while Governor Beriah Magoffin was adamant that they not align with either side. Looking over a map, Abraham Lincoln is reported to have uttered, “I hope we have God on our side, I have to have Kentucky on our side.” 

At the outbreak of war, Kentucky declined to secede and remained neutral. That stance was short lived. On September 4, 1861, Confederate troops under General Leonidas Polk occupied Columbus, an important transportation center on the western edge of the state. Union Brigadier General Ulysses Grant countered quickly, seizing Paducah to the northeast, giving federal troops control of the mouth of the Tennessee River. 

Forced to declare allegiance, the State Legislature swiftly raised the Union flag over Kentucky’s capitol at Frankfort. But the South refused to concede the state, and a Confederate capital was established at Bowling Green. Battle and bloodshed soon followed. 

The Kentucky campaign of 1862 saw the South run off a string of victories. But a Union triumph at the Battle of Perryville in October sent the main Confederate force under General Braxton Bragg retreating into Tennessee, ceding control of Kentucky to the North. 

Some of the most painful conflicts took place within the prominent households of Kentucky. Perched on the fault line between the sides, many families were divided, with brother pitted against brother on the battlefield. 

Among the most famous of these scenarios played out between two sons of Kentucky Senator John Crittenden. George B. Crittenden, a veteran of the Mexican American War allied himself with the Confederacy and soon rose to Brigadier General, commanding troops at the battle of Mill Spring in the Kentucky campaign.

His brother, Thomas Crittenden, attained the same rank in the Union Army, eventually commanding the 5th Division of the Army of Ohio at the battle of Shiloh.

Kentucky would be spared the destruction visited on many southern states in the closing years of the war, but like all border states, divided loyalties caused wounds that would never heal.
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