Chapter 16 Section 5 

The War’s Final Stages

Narrator: The tide of the Civil War turned in the North’s favor in early 1864, when President Abraham Lincoln placed General Ulysses S. Grant in charge of all Union armies. Grant was charged with aggressively pursuing the retreating Confederate armies and ending the rebellion.

Grant was convinced that the Confederacy would never surrender until its industrial hubs, especially Atlanta, were utterly crushed. To spearhead that push, Grant chose General William Tecumseh Sherman, an aggressive Commander who shared his stark outlook. Sherman began his move toward Atlanta from Chattanooga, Tennessee. His troops followed the rail lines, rapidly pushing back the smaller forcers under Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston.

The citizens of Atlanta knew they were in Sherman’s sights. Panic began to grip the city in spite of calls for calm from Mayor James Calhoun. The thud of distant cannons reached Atlanta on May 25th, as Johnston’s army skirmished with Sherman’s troops at Rome, in northern Georgia.

A month later, at Kennesaw Mountain, Johnston made his most decisive stand. Using extensive trenches and earthworks as defensive positions, the outnumbered Confederates inflicted more than 3,000 casualties on Sherman’s army before retreating.

But with Union troops within 30 miles of the city, and wounded soldiers flooding in, the terrorized residents began to flee en masse.

On July 17, Johnston was abruptly replaced with General John Bell Hood, who was charged with the final defense of Atlanta. In fierce combat on the outskirts of the city, Hood’s army sustained more than 8,000 casualties, further crippling the dwindling Confederate defense force. When Hood retreated into the city, Sherman laid siege, pummeling the center of Atlanta with artillery shells for over a month. 

On September 1, 1864, Sherman’s troops entered the ruins of Atlanta. Union forces quickly set fire to what remained. With Atlanta gone, the death of the Confederacy was a foregone conclusion. Within 7 months the Civil War was over.
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