Chapter 17 – Section 1
Reconstruction Plans


Male Narrator: At the Ford Theater, people are beginning to arrive for the evening’s performance. 
The young Doctor Charles Leale’s seat, in the dress circle, will be near the state box, from where he would be able to get a good view of his hero Lincoln. 
It is now 8 o’ clock, and Booth holds a final meeting with the few people who remain involved in his conspiracy - Lewis Powell, George Atzerodt and David Harold.  He instructs Powell to assassinate Secretary of State Seward, Atzerodt will kill the Vice President Andrew Johnson and Harold will coordinate the timing of the attacks. All four will strike their blow simultaneously, after 10 o’ clock; in an attack designed to bring the government to its knees.
Later, the men claim that this is the first time Booth tells them; the plan is not to kidnap the President and his key associates - but to murder them. The President and Mrs. Lincoln are late and the performance of “My Little Cousin” is in full swing.  
The house is packed for actress Laura Keene’s last night. The White House guard, John F. Parker, who accompanied Lincoln on his way to the theater, is now having a drink at Taltavu saloon next door. With Lincoln ensconced in the presidential box, John Wilkes Booth comes in for one last drink before making his move. The plan is then to meet his co-conspirators near the Navy Yard Bridge over the Potomac, before heading toward the Deep South. 
It is just before 10:15. The play is reaching its third act to climax. It is the moment Booth has been waiting for.  In the state box the President and Mrs. Lincoln are joined by a young couple - Ms. Clara Harris, the daughter of a former New York Senator, and her fiancé, Major Henry Rathbone 
Booth: “I guess I know enough to turn you inside out, you self apologizing old mantrap”
People Screaming……..

Booth: Revenge for the South

Male Narrator: Proclaiming death to all tyrants, Booth makes his escape across the stage. Doctor Leale is the first physician at Lincoln’s side.

Doctor Leale: When I entered the box Mr. Lincoln was sitting in a high backed arm chair with his head leaning towards his right side. Mrs. Lincoln was weeping bitterly
Male Narrator: Although just two months out of medical school, he immediately takes charge of the situation. Though the President is still breathing, Booth’s bullet has entered his brain, just behind the left ear.
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