Chapter 17 – Section 4
Change in the South

Narrator: As Commander of Union forces, Ulysses S. Grant had led the north to victory in the Civil War. His reputation as a military hero propelled him into the White House in the Election of 1868,

However, Grant’s lack of political experience helped divide the Republican Party and undermine public support for Reconstruction.

During Grant’s second term, a series of scandals damaged his administration. At the same time, the panic of 1873 plunged the nation into an economic crisis.

The scandals and deepening depression hurt the Republicans politically. As Democrats gained power in Congress, Republican efforts to enforce their Reconstruction policies became more difficult. Public support waned as northerners became more concerned with their financial problems than with the political situation in the south.

Throughout the 1870s, Democrats worked to regain control of their state and local governments. Some Democrats resorted to election fraud, while southern militias intimidated African Americans and white Republican voters. Democrats also played the race card by casting elections as a struggle between whites and African Americans.

The turning point came in the Presidential Election of 1876 between Rutherford B. Hayes, the Republican candidate, and Samuel Tilden, a Democrat. There was so much voter fraud that the election had to be settled in Congress by the Compromise of 1877.

The deal gave the election to Hayes, but only after he agreed to the Democrats’ demands to pull federal troops out of the south. As a result, the remaining republican state governments there collapsed. The Democrats had in their own words, “Redeemed,” the south and Reconstruction was over.
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