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Chapter 19 – Section 3
An Age of Big Business


Female Narrator: Andrew Carnegie was born in this cottage in 1835, the child of a Dunfermline damask weaver.
Falling on hard times, the family, his father and mother and his brother Tom set off for America in 1848 to Pittsburg to number 336 ½ Rebecca Street.

Andrew then aged 12 had never to have another day of schooling in his life, was to rise from the basement of a bobbin factory to become the king of steel, making millions and dying in 1919, having carefully and meticulously given away what is the equivalent of $3 billion today.

The man who dies rich dies disgraced wrote Carnegie in one of many sterling essays on wealth. A man of wealth should become the trustee and agent for his poorer brethren. Endowing libraries is one of the ways that Carnegie helped his poorer brethren.
He built some 3000 libraries, the first free public libraries in the world with nearly 2000 in America and nearly 1000 in the British Isles as well as many in Canada, New Zealand and South Africa, the West Indies, Australia, Mauritius, the Seychelles and Fiji.

His libraries were beautiful buildings usually there would be the extra bonus of an architectural competition that gave thousands of architects a start in life.

Naturally the first was in Dunfermline with a typical Carnegie’s smile over the door "Let there be light". As well as his glorious gift of libraries, Carnegie set up massive trusts for universities, colleges and schools galore as well as for health, for pensions, pleasure and peace. It is no wonder that his old friend Mark Twain called him St. Andrew.
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