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Chapter 21 – Section 3 
Progressive Presidents


Male Narrator: This Giant Sequoia was cut down, killed to tour the world as the largest living thing on earth. As it fell it shattered its spine and shattered the hopes of those who dreamt-up this money making scheme.  

Male Speaker: God has saved for these trees. Saved them from drought, disease, tempests, and floods but he cannot save them from fools. Only Uncle Sam can do that.  

Male Narrator: Muir’s passion began to strike a cord in American life and politics President Roosevelt shared the idea that it was manly to enjoy and respect the great outdoors. An American nation had been born crossing the continent and its landscape was their birthright. Yosemite Valley, already a National Park became at the turn of the century a place of pilgrimage. A growing number of Americans shared Muir’s nostalgia for the ancient landscapes of their land. First discovered in the wild years of the gold rush, the Yosemite Valley was still the mountain stronghold of the Yosemite tribe, their name for grizzly bear. An American battalion under the command of a Major Savage came to capture this troublesome tribe and transport them to an Indian reservation. They defiantly defended their secret valley Ahwahnee, as it was known to them.  Today Yosemite is one of America’s most cherished National Parks. It embodies the new American passion for wilderness, but today there is no trace of the Yosemite tribe nor of the grizzly bears from which they took their name. Only their dying plea remains.

MALE SPEAKER:  My people do not want anything from the great father you tell me about. The Great Spirit is our father and he has always supplied our needs. We do not want anything from White men. Go; let us remain in the mountains where we were born, where the ashes of our fathers have been given to the wind.
Male Narrator: The annihilation of native peoples and their cultures was more thorough in California then anywhere else in North America and its wildlife hasn’t faired much better. Only the mountains remain relatively unscathed, out of reach of the mainstream of progress.    
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