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Chapter 22 – Section 2
Imperialism in the Pacific


Male Narrator: Wealthy nations looked eastwards to China where they could get tea, silk and porcelain of the finest quality. The British were major buyers but in order to balance their books they began offering another product in exchange, opium from colonial India. By the early 19th century Britain was shipping enough opium to China to sustain the habits of some six million addicts. The Qing Emperor ordered several consignments to be seized and burned. The British government retaliated by declaring war. In 1840, British battleships decimated the Chinese navy. By the end of the opium war China was forced to pay huge indemnities to Britain: grant her merchants free access into the country and cede the Island of Hong Kong. Lured by the easy pickings other nations fought their way into China. The Qing court was forced to sign a string of treaties and pay more reparations, open up more ports to foreign trade, grant entry to Christian missionaries and cede large areas of land where foreigners could enjoy extra territorial rights. China was being sliced up into pieces. The Empress Dowager Cixi was advised by her ministers to strengthen the country’s defenses but having just seized power from the young emperor and more concerned with consolidating her own power she chose to ignore them.

Female Speaker: Western preachers made us build churches on our farmland, they said we should pray to their god, but it was our stomachs that needed filling, not our souls.

Male Speaker: Unable to till the good land which had been bought up by western missionaries the peasants took to arms, the boxers united in righteousness as they called themselves trained in the martial arts believing this would make them immune to swords and bullets. Their hopes and beliefs echoed through the land.  Cixi ordered her troops to fight along side the boxers, but they were unable to stop foreign battleships from reaching the Chinese coast. Not surprisingly as funds reserved for modernizing the navy had been squandered by the Dowager Empress on rebuilding her summer palace. Now faced with the stark reality of foreign occupation, Cixi would exploit the enthusiasm of the peasantry. 
Ready, Aim Fire!
The superior firepower of the allied army took its toll; western casualties were slight even so the foreign powers exacted compensation for the destruction of their property and loss of life. They sacked foreign negations and attacked their inhabitants.  One of those killed was the German Minister Baron von Ketteler. The foreign powers furious at this wanton slaughter immediately formed a joint army consisting of troops from Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Austria, Russia, America and Japan. The eight nation allied army marched into Peking in August 1900. Cixi fled westwards to Xian with the Emperor Kangxi leaving port and capital in turmoil. The allied army entered the Forbidden City, for centuries the closely guarded sanctum of China’s emperors now desecrated by barbarian invaders.
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