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Chapter 23 – Section 1
War in Europe


Male Narrator: On July the 28th as Austria marched on Serbia, the Kaiser received the first in a series of frantic telegrams from his cousin, Czar Nicholas. Writing in their common language English, Nicolas pleaded.

Czar Nicolas: “I appeal to you to help me in an ignoble war that has been declared on a weak country. The indignation in Russia shared fully by me is enormous.”

Male Narrator: In St. Petersburg the Czar was under intense pressure to come to Serbia’s aid.

Dr. Dominic Lieven: The situation seems to be getting out of control. To whom can you appeal to stop it? Well who else but your first cousin the Kaiser, after all this is the man who sat in the next room when you became betrothed to your wife 25 years before. This is an old family friend and acquaintance, can you truly believe he is going to launch a war, which will engulf the whole of Europe. How can you stop yourself from appealing to him?

Male Narrator: Neither bright, nor forceful Czar Nicolas had more in common with his cousin George IV than Wilhelm II. Like King George he was more a family man than a statesman, but as a Romanov he believed it his absolute duty to standby the interest of his dynasty.

Dr. Robert Service: He had an 18th century mentality for a 20th century crises, he thought about his dynasty he thought about honor about standing firm by Russia’s national interests about being seen to be the little father, as the Russian called him.  The “little father” to his people. He had a very narrow view, a very endearing view in some ways of what his role in life should be, but it was an extremely inadequate, inappropriate view given Russia’s enormous problems at the turn over century.

Male Narrator: Nicolas ruled a vast empire that sprawled across Europe deep into Asia, but his control over it was weakening. The Romanov’s staunch refusal to count on social or political reform had turned many of their subjects against them. To be sure of support from the middle classes, Nicolas had to prove that he could defend Russia’s position as a great power. For that he relied on the army. Here lay the Czar’s dilemma, for the Russian army had been routed by Japan ten years earlier, a defeat followed by attempted revolution at home. 
Dr. Dominic Lieven: On the one hand, the state is determined to recoup it’s prestige but on the other hand those at the head of the government, the Czar himself are quite intelligent enough to realize that if defeat against Japan was possible and resulted in revolution which almost brought about the collapse of the dynasty, how very much more likely is the same result? But even more disastrous if you get involved with war against Europe’s most formidable military power.  
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