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Chapter 25 – Section 2
Roosevelt’s New Deal


Narrator: The hour came on the historic fourth of March to tell the people, frankly and courageously that there had to be a New Deal. From the inaugural platform erected upon the east front of the majestic capital, the President made his speech of acceptance as 150,000 looked on and as 50 million listened in by radio.

President Roosevelt: This is a day of national consecration and I am certain that on this day, my fellow Americans, expect that on my induction into the presidency, I will address them with a candor and a decision, which the present situation of our people impelled, this is preeminently the time to speak the truth and boldly, nor need we shrink from honestly facing conditions in our country today. This great nation will endure as it has endured, will revive and will prosper. So first of all let me assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is fear itself, nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror, with perilously needed effort, to convert retreat into advance, in every dark hour of our national light, a leadership of frankness and of vigor has met with that understanding and support of the people themselves which is essential to victory.
(SONG)
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