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Chapter 26 – Section 1

The Road to War


Narrator: War clouds again darken Europe, Germany has hurled the gauntlet of arms equality into the faces of her former foes, she has come out in the open to announce the immediate conscription of an army of half a million men, the race for armaments and war is on. Militarism is again in the saddle. Washington is tense too listen to Senator Morris Sheppard of the Military Affairs Committee.

Senator Sheppard: Hitler’s course is a blow at the face of mankind and the progress of civilization.

Narrator: Senator Gerald P. Nye, Chairman of the Munitions Investigations Committee. 
Senator Nye: Actions in Germany and elsewhere speak rather loudly of a world bent upon more war. There is but one war that I would like to see this world engage in, that is a war which would find civilization making war against the private munitions makers the world over.

Male Speaker: The marching and the counter marching now going on in Italy give every indication of the grim purpose of Mussolini to again plunge his country into war. I want to say to the people of this country that one of the most salutary pieces of legislation that the last Congress enacted was the Neutrality Bill which so far as Congress was able to obtain that result in the closing days of a session will I hope keep this country out of war and keep our boys safe on this side of the Atlantic Ocean.

President Roosevelt: Despite what happens in continents overseas, the United 

Sates of America shall and must remain as long ago the father of our country prayed that it might remain, unentangled and free.
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