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Chapter 31 – Section 5
Challenges Ahead

Male Reporter: You might say Father Charles Morris has a higher calling in more ways than one. He holds Mass everyday, but some afternoons you will find him on the roof of the rectory, where he sounds more like an electrical engineer than a man of the cloth.
Male Speaker #1: What we have right here are 80 watt Kyocera solar panels and a 400 watt, a southwest air wind turbine. 
Male Reporter: Father Morris has virtually taken his rectory off the power grid. He has installed high efficiency light bulbs and special sun blocking screens over the windows of the church.    
Male Speaker #1: We estimate that we are saving about $20,000 a year in terms of utility bills.
Male Reporter: Whether it is because of high fuel prices or worries about global warming, environmentalism seems to be going mainstream.
Male Speaker #1: These solar panels are facing south.
Male Reporter: We found Father Morris in Wyandotte, Michigan, a Detroit suburb of 28,000 not the most likely place for a green revolution, but Wyandotte like a lot of places is beginning to change. For example, the town is trying to make its grimy, noisy power plant a little greener.
Female Speaker #1: We burn close to three million tires a year.
Male Reporter: Three million tires a year.
Used tires are shredded and mixed with coal.  Melanie McCoy is the general manager of the town’s municipal services.
And tell me why is this environmentally friendly?
Female Speaker #1: That it is a cheaper source of fuel, and it burns cleaner than coal.

Male Reporter: And McCoy has plans for even cheaper, cleaner power. She wants to put up wind turbines along the Detroit River, like these in nearby Bowling Green, Ohio.
Male Reporter: And specifically what will that do for the city?

Female Speaker #1: For the city, it will give us up to two megawatts for each wind tower and for every two megawatts we'll be supplying over 700 homes with electricity, cutting back on our emissions and being able to supply them with cheap power.

Kevin Danaher: People are learning how to make their profit by helping nature rather than destroying nature.

Male Reporter: Kevin Danaher is one of the organizers of the Green Festival going on this weekend in Washington DC. It is billed as the world’s largest environmental expo.

Kevin Danaher: We are seeing capital shift toward the green economy. Toward an economy where there's two greens, this green, and the environmental green where you can make better profits protecting nature and saving nature and saving resources, than you can destroying the environment. And that's a seminal shift; we are going into a different kind of economy.

Male Reporter: When it comes to what you put in your house, there are lots of options, from high-cost to low-cost, on display right now in Washington at the National Building Museum. There are kitchen countertops made of recycled paper and low-energy lights, low-flow toilets, and non-toxic everything.
Donald Albrecht: The kitchen cabinets, for instance, are free of toxic formaldehyde.

Male Reporter: Curator Donald Albrecht brought an entire prefabricated house into the museum.

Donald Albrecht: We are trying to say that you can go green, you can go sustainable. It's not very expensive. It's easy to do. You can do small things. You can do large things.
Male Reporter: Michelle and Jason Sullivan decided to make a big change.  Amid the open fields of their central New Jersey neighborhood, they installed an array of solar panels.
Female Speaker #2: It is rather than just saving a little bit of energy here and there, we could create our own energy.

Male Reporter: But it wasn't cheap, about $180,000. Government subsidies helped bring the cost down. The Sullivan’s estimate they'll break even in 7 or 8 years. After that, whenever they sit down to play computer games with their two little girls, the electricity will be essentially free.

Female Speaker #2: The people are thinking a little bit longer term. We certainly were when we put this together. It's not a one year decision. It's not a two year decision. It's coming to a ten year decision.

Male Reporter: Back in Wyandotte, Michigan it is long-term thinking that motivates Father Charles Morris.

Male Speaker #1: We, as a 5 percent of the world's population, use up 28 percent of the world's resources. There is something really out of kilter here. We are a part of creation, not apart from creation and as a consequence everything else follows and we forget that at our own peril.
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