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Chapter 1 – Section 2 
A Diverse Society


Narrator: This is a meeting of Quakers, no sermon, no singing. They wait patiently for the inner spirit to reveal itself.

Female Speaker #1: I feel much blessed to be in this room with seekers. We have peace, we have beautiful surroundings, comfort.

Narrator: The Friends settled in Pennsylvania in 1682, they hoped to create a haven from religious persecution, not just for themselves but also for all Protestants. Tolerance really mattered to the Quakers. William Penn made Pennsylvania a haven for any and every Christian sect that wanted to create a new life in America. They came from Switzerland, Germany, and France as well as England. They were Mennonites, Hatterites, Moravians and Amish. The Amish especially have stuck to their traditions, rejecting worldliness and modernity. Of all the folk-arts, one flourished especially among the German migrants and was the work of women.  It was the quilt.

Female Speaker #2: A lot of these ideas came from Germany. My parents died when I was very small but I lived with my uncle and aunt, and the aunt was a great quilter. She did a lot of quilting and so of course I had to learn how to quilt, and I do enjoy it.

Narrator: The quilts that have attracted the most attention are made by the wives and daughters of the Amish. They’re grandly abstract, you can’t look at these Lancaster quilts and think how cute, you may think how modern, but, no! To the Amish newness was and is anathema. Nevertheless the work of these Amish women was as much a part of the story of high aesthetic effort in America as any painting or sculpture. They refute the idea that folk-art is just innocent social bird-song.
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