Chapter 3 – Section 1 

The Civil War Begins

Narrator: The American Civil War introduced new weapons and technology that changed warfare forever.

One of the most effective innovations to hit the battlefield was Richard Jordan Gatling’s six barreled Gatling gun. Considered the predecessor to the modern machine gun, it was a hand cranked rapid fire weapon that could shoot a blistering 600 rounds a minute. Although only a handful were used, Gatling guns were a major improvement over the common single shot rifles of the time.

The use of railroads in the Civil War was also a first in warfare. Steam powered trains were used to transport food, ammunition, and troops long distances quickly. This kept both the Union and Confederate armies freshly supplied and highly mobile.

A new era in naval combat was also born. Steam propelled warships called Ironclads were used to defend harbors, attack ships, and bombard land targets. Fitted with iron plates and heavy cannons, the Ironclad could be considered the precursor of the modern battleship. Submarines also made their debut. The most notable one was the Confederate HL Hunley. Using a primitive torpedo, it was the first submarine to sink an enemy vessel.

The Civil War also brought a bold new approach in reconnaissance surveillance to the battlefield. Using hot air and hydrogen balloons, aerial observation was now possible. Some balloons were even fitted with telegraph machines so information could be communicated directly to the ground.
Throughout the war, the widespread use of state of the art mechanized and electrified devices were slowly integrated into the battle plans. For this reason, historians consider the American Civil War the first modern war.
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