Chapter 3 – Section 3
Reconstruction

Narrator: At the end of the Civil War, the defeated South was a ruined land. The old social and economic order founded on slavery had collapsed completely, with nothing to replace it. Reconstruction was an ambitious attempt to fully restore the devastated South to the Union.

Reconstruction came in three phases. The first one, Presidential Reconstruction, lasted from 1863 to 1866 and was controlled by Presidents Lincoln and Johnson. Their goal was to quickly reunite the country, but their moderate programs were opposed by radical Republicans, a political faction that gained power after the 1866 elections. 
They dominated the second phase, or Radical Reconstruction, which lasted from 1866 to 1873. Their policies emphasized civil and voting rights for the freedmen through the passage of Constitutional Amendments. During this period the eleven Confederate states were readmitted to the Union and many African Americans held elective office.

The radical faction included freedmen, northerners who had moved south, also known as Carpetbaggers, and Scalawags, their southern sympathizers. This diverse political coalition controlled southern state legislatures and introduced major reforms that angered many southern whites.

During the third and last phase of Reconstruction, the so-called Redemption, from 1873 to 1877, white supremacist southerners, calling themselves “Redeemers,” defeated the Republicans and took control of each southern state, marking the end of Reconstruction.
Many historians consider Reconstruction a failure. They argue that it took the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s to accomplish its goal of a racially integrated south.
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