Chapter 4 – Section 1 

Miners and Ranchers


Narrator: The Comstock Lode was the largest and richest known silver deposit in U.S. history and led to the rise of one of the most famous boomtowns, Virginia City, Nevada.

Credit for the discovery of the Comstock Lode remains in dispute, but it’s named for Henry T.P. Comstock, a prospector who stumbled upon gold at the head of Six-Mile Canyon in 1859.
News of gold and silver in the Comstock caused a sensation. A stampede of prospectors from all over the world rushed in and the boisterous boomtown of Virginia City sprang up overnight.
At its peak, the mineral metropolis had a population of more than 30,000, many of whom were miners turned millionaires. Their wealth not only transformed Virginia City into the most important settlement between San Francisco and Denver, but also made a lasting impact on the nation.

Between 1859 and 1878, the Comstock Lode yielded $400 million dollars in silver and gold, equivalent to approximately $500 to $600 billion dollars today. The mining bonanza helped keep the Union solvent during the Civil War, hastened Nevada’s bid for statehood, and generated major fortunes that developed the west.
But the boom eventually went bust. Wasteful extraction methods exhausted the mines and started a decline in the 1870s. By 1898 the Comstock was virtually abandoned. Virginia City suffered a similar fate, becoming a ghost town. Today, it’s the largest federally designated historic district in America and a glittering reminder of the old west.
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