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Chapter 4 – Section 2 

Farming the Plains


Male Speaker: The Trans-continental railroad made it possible to get across the country over what was called the Great American Desert that is west to the Mississippi River and there was nothing there, and the railroads were granted lands on either side of the railroad as not only an aid to the construction, but to provide populous to support through railroad after it was built.
Narrator: The railways had a vested interest in settling the west. With offers of free passage and cheap land, people from east cost America and even Europe were persuaded to go west.
Female Speaker #1: The colonization agent which was what my father was for the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy railroad, was a person who went back east and actually recruited people to come back to the mid west and to settle along the railroad lines and they would actually say, you know, come out where the air is good and the land is plentiful and the land is also cheap.
Female Speaker #2: Well my grandmother was very disappointed and could hardly believe what she was seeing because in her homeland of Germany there were a lot of trees and when they arrived at the homestead, all she could see was a treeless plain, but she decided that this was her choice and she would make the best of whatever came.
Narrator: They moved to prairie that had never been farmed. There was no timber for houses to protect them from the harsh climate.
Female Speaker #2: My grandmother had several barrels outside of the sod house door. These she filled with snow so that she would have water for cooking and washing. It was a very difficult life.
Female Speaker #1: My father would look for desirable people, and the desirable people they were looking for were those that they knew would be successful, those who were going to be able take it. As he worked with people he would say if you prosper then we, the railroads, are going to prosper also. So they would actually advertise this, you prosper, we prosper.
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