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Chapter 5 – Section 2 
The Railroads

Male Narrator: In 1863, the United States was falling apart. North and south were divided by Civil War; east and west by the wilderness. The young nation stood on the brink of collapse, but at the height of the conflict President Lincoln issued a remarkable challenge, he called upon America’s finest engineers to build a railroad. It would run from the Atlantic to the Pacific. It would have to climb vast mountain ranges across hundreds of miles of desert and prairie. It would have to bridge canyons a mile wide and chasms a thousand feet deep.
Male Speaker #1: This will be a work of giants, and Uncle Sam is the only giant we know who can grapple the subject.

Male Narrator: It would be world’s first transcontinental railroad. But this challenge was not taken up by the giants of industry, nor in the industrial powerhouse of the east. The world’s first transcontinental railroad began in the far west, in the small California township of Sacramento. 
On the morning of January the 8th, 1863, the entire population of 13,000 turned out for the inauguration, as the President’s challenge was taken up by four local shopkeepers; a grocer, a draper, and the owners of a hardware store. The shopkeepers stood to make millions of dollars in government grants, but they wouldn’t get a cent until they had lain the first 40 miles of track; and they lacked almost everything needed to get started. The west coast was an industrial desert. Without a workforce, the shopkeepers had no way of laying the vital 40 miles of track and unlocking the government treasure chest. Then in the spring of 1864, the seas brought an unexpected bounty. Fleeing from famine in their homeland thousands of Chinese immigrants had arrived in San Francisco. As an experiment, Crocker recruited 50 of these new comers to work on the railroad; but he encountered fierce opposition.
Male Speaker #2: I will not boss Chinese labor. They are nothing but a bunch of heathen weaklings and from what I have seen they are not fit for the most menial job of work.”

Male Speaker #3: “I have explained to Mr. Stowbridge, he needs to give these men a chance! They built the Great Wall of China; why not the Pacific railroad?
Male Narrator: The Chinese deserved Crocker’s confidence; they worked harder and faster than the Europeans and for less pay. Soon, there were thousands of them.
Male Speaker #4: They are a great army laying siege to nature in her strongest citadel. The rugged mountains look like stupendous ant hills; they swarm with Chinese workers tunneling, wheeling, carting, drilling, and blasting the rocks and earth. 
Male Narrator: The Chinese were also laying track. For the first time passenger trains were running deep into the foothills of the Sierras. In the summer of 1865 the shopkeepers finally broke through the 40 mile mark and unlocked millions of dollars in government aid.
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