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Chapter 6 – Section 5 

The Rise of Segregation


Narrator: For the south, the long nightmare of reconstruction was over this was home rule. Power returned to the southern states from Washington, whites set about restoring their supremacy. The key as always was land. Cotton still had to be picked in the south. Whites wanted it picked as cheaply as possible. The result was sharecropping. Blacks worked land owned by white landlords, they were given seed and fertilizer as credit. When the cotton was harvested, black’s obtained a share of the crop; it was never enough to pay off the debt. Each year the family working the land sank further into debt to the person who owned the land.  It was common for the cotton to be mortgaged before it had even been planted in order to obtain food to eat, the system stayed in place for three generations.

Female Speaker: After I got married and my husband, we tried to make a crop then the first year when the harvest time came I worked hard. We were supposed to get something, I guess I got a few pennies, but the next year when we tried to make a crop I didn’t work and my husband asked me Mary why you don’t work, you standup there in the field all day. What’s wrong? I says last year I worked and didn’t get anything, this year I am not going to work and I am not expecting anything. So we stayed there until about half of the year and then we left about night so that was to me something like slavery time, cause we had to slip away and we left Mississippi and went to Arkansas  

Narrator: Like slavery sharecropping had its fugitives. Also like slavery it had its resistors, but unlike slavery whites could not rely on the law to enforce the system. They turned instead to lynching. Slaves weren’t lynched because that was somebody else’s $500, freedmen were more vulnerable. Lynchings could mean hanging but they were often more horrific.
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