Chapter 8 – Section 3 
The Wilson Years

Narrator: As President, Woodrow Wilson resolved to strike a new note in international affairs. He strongly opposed imperialism and believed democracy was essential to a nation’s stability and prosperity. World War I would put the President’s idealism to the test.

When the Great War, broke out in Europe, Wilson tried to keep the U.S. out of the conflict. But German U-boat attacks on vessels carrying American citizens forced Wilson to take action.

In 1917, he asked Congress for a declaration of war against Germany, proclaiming the world must be made safe for democracy, with a newly created conscription system, the U.S. raised a massive army that fought alongside Great Britain and France.
At the same time, Wilson wanted to build a basis for a lasting peace. Determined to make this the “war to end all wars,” the idealistic president made his famous Fourteen Points address.
It introduced the idea of a League of Nations, an organization that would help resolve international differences.

Wilson also intended the fourteen points, as a means to end the war. In 1919 he attended the Paris Peace Conference, working tirelessly to promote his plan. The charter for the proposed League of Nations was incorporated into the conferences Treaty of Versailles.

For his efforts, Wilson was awarded the 1919 Nobel Peace Prize.  However, he failed to win Senate support for ratification and the United States never joined the league.

Wilson’s idealistic internationalism has been controversial in American foreign policy. Not everyone thinks the U.S. should fight for democracy around the world. This debate is still going on today.
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