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Chapter 9 – Section 3
A Bloody Conflict

Female Narrator: As the weapons of war become more deadly, soldiers tried out other ways of defending themselves, chain-mail visors to protect eyes from flying shrapnel, bulletproof body armor, mobile encasements for advancing across no man’s land. These ideas provided little protection. The best soldiers could do was to continue digging into the earth.

Male Speaker #1:  The first thing was it smelled bad, it smelled bad because there were open latrines everywhere, they weren’t always used by the troops, there were bodies rotting everywhere.

Both the Germans and the British were troubled with rats, the rats ate corpses and then they came in then snuggled next to you while you were sleeping. Sky study becomes one of your few amusements, you never see your enemy and the only thing you can see if the sky up above actually.  
Male Voice: I have a little wet home in a trench, where the rain storms continually drench, there is a dead cow close by, with her feet in towards the sky, and she gives off a terrible stench, underneath in the place of a floor, there is a mass of wet mud and some straw, but with shells dropping there, there is no place to compare with my little wet home in the trench.

Female Narrator: Simply to stay alive soldiers on both sides found ways to limit the killing.
Male Speaker #2: Command may declare that a certain number of shells had to go over everyday in order to make life miserable for the enemy but okay you sent them over at that time the enemy would not be having dinner, you wouldn’t fire at a position where you were likely to hurt many of the enemy. You actually hadn’t done the enemy a lot of damage but then he hadn’t done you a lot of damage and therefore you would live to fight another day.
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