Chapter 9 – Section 4 

The War’s Impact


Narrator: Following World War I, skyrocketing prices, nationwide strikes and political unrest created a sense that America was under attack.
The fear of a communist conspiracy led to the so called, “Red Scare.” This perceived threat escalated in June 1919 when several bombs were detonated within an hour of each other in eight eastern cities. One bomb partially destroyed the home of Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer in Washington D.C.

Determined to end the threat, Palmer formed the General Intelligence Division at the Department of Justice to investigate radical domestic political organizations and appointed J. Edgar Hoover, Chief of this new unit.

Hoover advised drastic action be taken against a possible revolution. He and Palmer made use of the Sedition Act of 1918 and the Espionage Act of 1917. These acts made it a crime to promote enemies of the United States. Palmer and Hoover organized a series of well publicized raids against any communist supporter deemed capable of carrying out a terrorist act.

Beginning in November 1919, the “Palmer Raids,” as they were called, were carried out in more than thirty cities nationwide. They focused on foreign residents and immigrants rather than U.S. citizens whenever possible.

By January 1920, Palmer and Hoover had organized the largest mass arrests in U.S. history, rounding up at least 10,000 individuals. Of those, only about 600 were deported from the country.

The public reacted favorably to the raids and many viewed Palmer as a hero. However, the raids failed to turn up any serious evidence of a nationwide communist conspiracy. Even so, the Red Scare influenced Americans’ negative attitudes towards foreigners in the 1920s. 
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