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Chapter 12 – Section 2
The Second New Deal


President Roosevelt: “As we review the achievements of this session of the Seventy-third Congress, it is made increasingly clear that its task was essentially that of completing and fortifying the work which had begun in March, l933. That was no easy task, but the Congress was equal to it. It has been well said that while there were a few exceptions, this Congress displayed a greater freedom from mere partisanship than any other peacetime Congress in our history since the Administration of President Washington. Substantial gains, well known to all of you have justified our course. I could cite statistics to show you as unanswerable measures of our national progress. Figures to show the gain in the average weekly pay envelope of workers in the great majority of our industries. Figures to show hundreds of thousands of people re-employed in private industries and other hundreds of thousands given new employment through the expansion of direct and indirect government assistance of various kinds. In the working out of a great national program that seeks the primary good of the greater number, it is true that the toes of some people are being stepped on and are going to be stepped on. But these toes belong to the comparative few who seek to retain or to gain position or riches or both by some short cut that is harmful to the greater good.”  

Narrator: In New York City a WPA housing demolition project is underway which will greatly improve the living conditions of families of moderate means. In many other cities of the country old tenements and firetraps are being torn down to make way for modern buildings containing comfortable sanitary apartments. At Colonial Park in Harlem, as in many other congested areas, WPA workers have constructed a huge swimming pool and are now completing a bathhouse, which will accommodate 4100 persons. In this construction project skilled workers are employed utilizing the knowledge of their trades gained in the days before depression. In cooperation with the national youth administration 2,650 young men and women are employed as instructors, laboratory assistants and clerical helpers. Thus, they are enabled to continue their education. Clerical, White-collar workers find employment at filing and checking important records, at typing and at such unusual occupations as obstructing and filing timeworn land records so that they may be available for the use of future generations.
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